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Together, we can...

Recently it was announced that a Wisconsin 
company will build an $11 million plant on 
US 127, north of St. Rt. 119 on 10 acres of 
land currently operated by Brookside Wood 
Products.  Ag Conversions Ohio, LLC will 
build the facility to convert animal waste into 
a dry, organic fertilizer.  The facility will be 
capable of using all types of manure but will 
begin with liquid swine manure and poultry 
litter.  The plant will create 60 direct jobs and 
120 indirect jobs.  The cutting-edge process 

will give our area farmers an additional place 
to go with their manure within the “distressed” 
Grand Lake Watershed.  Mercer County will 
apply for a $600,000 ED grant to increase our 
Revolving Loan Fund capacity.  These funds, in 
turn, will be issued to Ag Conversions Ohio, 
LLC as a new Revolving Loan.  This project 
will allow farming operations to grow instead 
of being stifled by the distressed designation 
of the watershed, while creating new jobs in 
the area.

Community Development 
and Redevelopment Projects

employmenT sTaTIsTIcs
Unemployment rate for Mercer 
County for the month of February 2012:

February, 2012  ..........................5.5%
January, 2012  ...........................5.6%
February, 2011  ......................... 6.9%
Labor Force  ............................ 23,700
Employment  ........................... 22,300
Unemployment .......................... 1,300

Rates for surrounding counties:
Auglaize County ........................ 7.0%
Darke County  .............................8.9%
Shelby County  ............................8.7%
Van Wert County  ........................8.7%

The RlF poRTFolIo oF 
meRceR counTy

Funds on Hand ...............$371,587.74
Available Funds to Lend .....$135,000.00
Total # of Loans  .............................30
Number of Jobs Created  ...........1,367

If you know anyone interested in the RLF 
Program, please contact Mercer County 
Community Development at:
419.586.4209 or 419.586.2963

Watch for News and Updates
on our webpage:

www.mercercountyconnect.com
and on our Facebook page: 

MercerConnect

continued on page 2

Ag Conversions Proposed Facility

Mercer County Community Development 
office would like to share the most recent 
redevelopment project underway.  Celina 
Venture, LLC, a commercial development 
broker, applied for funds to renovate the 
old Walmart building on Havemann Road, 
Celina.  Once renovations are complete, 
Dunham’s Sports will be the new tenant.  
Due to the increased Revolving Loan Fund 
(RLF) activity, there were not enough funds 
to borrow the full $450,000 as requested.  

Therefore, Mercer County applied for an ED 
grant from the State of Ohio Department of 
Development and was awarded $220,000.  
With this grant assistance, it was possible 
to loan the funds for the improvements to the 
building.  An additional loan of $600,000 
was received from a local bank to complete 
the project.  Dunham’s Sports anticipates 
creating 25 FTE (full-time equivalent) jobs, 
making 18 of them available to low-to-
moderate income persons.  

Beginning Construction at Dunham’s Sports



The Celina Mercer County Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Awards Banquet was held Thursday, February 23 at Romer’s 
in Celina.  Past President Betty DuBry of Hall Realty thanked 
the Chamber Trustees, her business associates and family for 
their support over the last year.   2012 President Ben Amstutz 
of  Red Door Productions presented his goal of resurrecting the 
Youth Leadership Committee of the Chamber as well as other 
goals.  
Business of the Year Award for 2011 was given to Celina 
Moving and Storage Inc. of Celina.  Owner, Rob Kraner 
invested in a 62,000 square foot storage facility that is the 
gateway into Celina from the east.  They store household 
goods, industrial machinery, commercial products, and 
recreation vehicles.  They have been an Atlas Van Lines Inc. 
Interstate Agent since 1960.  They provide moving services for 
West and Central Ohio, intrastate access for all 88 counties, 
interstate for all 50 states plus Canada and International.  
Celina Moving and Storage Inc. has shared their success 
by donating time, money and resources to a variety of 
organizations, events, and schools.  
The Chamber 2011 Citizen of the Year was Steve Wurster.  
Steve quietly works to make Mercer County a better place to 
live, work, and play.  He has been a  volunteer fireman for 
over 20 years, Lake Festival Chairman and committee member.  
Steve has been a founding member of the Mercer County 
Color Guard and active in numerous other committees and 
events especially those that honor veterans, current military, first 
responders, police, and firefighters.  Steve is  married to Joan 
and has 2 children, Zach and Katie.  
The 2011 Achievement Award winner, Deb Borns is a very 
successful business woman and an advocate for the city of 
Celina.  If you think about Celina many years ago, it would 
have been much different today if not for the vision of Deb.
She started three major subdivisions in the area.  She was 
Past President of the Celina Rotary Club and the American 
Red Cross.  Because of her love of dogs, she was instrumental 
in starting the Celina Dog Park.  Deb worked closely with the 
owners of the Galleria shopping center to get that building 
completely renovated and now it is a showcase building.  
As the downtown manager, she stepped up to the plate and 
spearheaded the first Taste of Celina Block Party.  She kept local 
merchants informed during the downtown street reconstruction.  

Deb is the owner of Coldwell Banker Lakeshore Realty and the 
Westbank Inn. 
Humanitarian Award Winner for 2011 is Eunice Rexroat. This 
octogenarian does not sit at home watching the clock. On 
Monday mornings, she is off to the local food pantry. Two 
afternoons a week, she volunteers at the Chamber office. 
Very active in her church, she serves as local church historian, 
helps cook at church events, and sews prayer squares and 
shawls.  If that is not enough, she has been a poll worker.  At 
88 years young, she is an inspiration to anyone who retires 
and says “what can I do.”  Mrs R., as she is fondly called, 
says it is important to keep your mind busy and to help others. 

Annual Celina Mercer County
Chamber Awards Banquet

Back row (L-R) is Rob Kraner and Steve Wurster.  
Seated (L-R) is Deb Borns and Eunice Rexroat

The Annual 2011 Coldwater Chamber Banquet was held 
on February 15, 2012 at the Overdrive facility on St. Rt. 
127.  Mary and Ray Wenning were awarded the Citizens 
of the Year award for their many years of investing into 
the community.  In 1947, Mary and Ray started their 
family business in Coldwater and have contributed to the 
community in many ways ever since.  While Ray worked the 
refrigeration business and farmed, Mary had the children, 
worked in the office for Ray’s Refrigeration, maintained the 
housework, and ran the Dairyland.  The couple has 16 
children and the children carry on the community involvement 
with businesses of their own and also continue to run Ray’s 
Refrigeration, Inc.  Ray honorably served his country as a 
veteran of WWII, which he received a “Purple Heart”.  He 
is currently an active member of the Coldwater American 
Legion, Kiwanis, and the VFW.  Mary is a member of the 
American Legion’s Women’s Auxiliary.  They contribute by 
way of church, community involvement, and new Coldwater 
residential development.  

The Community Improvement Award is presented each year 
to recognize the efforts of an individual or individuals for 
their efforts in community improvement.  Mark Gruss, (2011 
President) representing the Community Picnic Association, 
accepted this award for the efforts of many to build a new 
Depot facility in the park.  In addition to Gruss’s involvement, 
other past Presidents of the Community Picnic Association 
include:  Mike Kramer, Chris Post, Mark Reigelsperger, Tom 
Homan, Doug Stelzer, Dr. Jim Dickman, Don Klosterman, 
Scott Bills, Dr. Curtis Kline, Chuck Meyer, and Joe Hibner.  
Proceeds from the Community Picnic from 2001 through 
2011 were used to fund the new building; as well as help 
from the following contractors and businesses:  Garman and 
Miller, Kevin Schwieterman Construction, Selhorst Concrete, 
Rays Refrigeration, Roessner Energy, Rish Plumbing and 
Heating, Coldwater Lumber, Rindler, Truss, and Gutters 
and More.  The Village of Coldwater was instrumental by 
assisting with the demolition of the old building, assisting 
with the construction of the foundation and landscaping of 
the new building, and by upgrading the water, sewer, and 
electrical feeds.

Briarwood Village was presented the Business of the Year 
award.  The business of the year award is presented to a 
business that has made a major contribution to the community 
as a whole.  Briarwood Village has established a reputation 
as a top notch care community over the last 40+ years.  In 
an industry that is much scrutinized, they are considered a 
leader in nursing care.  

 Briarwood Village has brought over 100 jobs to Coldwater 
in the last 3 years and is involved in the community through 
Chamber support and trustee, Kiwanis, Med Foundation, 
Mercer County Leadership, Red Cross, and Mercer Co. 
Council of Aging.  This facility has hosted Briarfest for the 
past 8 years, entirely free to the community, providing free 
games, rides, entertainment, and food.  

John Yoder was chosen the Volunteer of the Year because 
he has made a major impact on the Coldwater community 
in many different capacities; all while balancing his 
family obligations.  He is a Coldwater Kiwanis member, 
(former Kiwanis President) Burger Board member, Pancake 
Chairman, and the Business Expo Chairman, float builder, 
lemonade stand helper, 7k worker, etc.  John was extensively 
involved in the fundraiser for the Kremer family to help them 
purchase a van.  He is also an active board member for 
Foundations Behavioral Health Services.  Last year he 
was on the Community Picnic Committee and is a major 
supporter of the Coldwater Chamber of Commerce.

2011 Coldwater Chamber Banquet

Back Row (L-R) is John Yoder, Mark Gruss, 
Tara Sibert and Don Desch 

Seated is Mary and Ray Wenning

Spring Breakfast Forum
Mercer County Community Development is hosting a Spring 
Breakfast Forum on April 12, 2012.  Doors open at the 
Romer’s Banquet Facility at 7:15 a.m. and breakfast will 
be served at 7:45.  Guest speaker, Dr. Ned Hill will share 
his insight on economic development and business strategy.  
The focus of the event is youth retention.  Through joint efforts 
of area businesses and local schools, we hope to make 

students aware of all the business opportunities available in 
Mercer County, so they realize what trades are in demand 
and what education is needed to fill those positions.  All 
area businesses and schools are welcome.  We are still 
taking reservations, if you would still like to attend.  Please 
RSVP to:  renee.muhlenkamp@mercercountyohio.org


